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THE HISTORY OF A CRIXE.

The Passage of the Gas Prontage Neas-

ure Was a

Barefaced Piece of
Bribery.

Several Members of

the Fortieth General

" Assembly Are Willing to Testify
to Facts, . '

And Gas Trust Lﬁyers, Heelers and Dupes
Who Were Mixed Up Will
Suffer.

The Gas Trust Plant Is Worth Four Millions,
but Is Capitalized for Thirty
Millions. -

The People

of Chicago Are Squeezed Out of
the Surplus to Enrich

Europeans.

S ————

The history of the passage of the gus
frontagt iuiquity s the history of a
erime.

By the lavish wse of money this scan-
dalous moensure wan rushed through
the Generanl Assembly In 1805,

Ak poor a Governor ns Altgeld was,
the nctions of the corruptionists who
were behind the infamous gas Ilaw
were #0 bold and wo open that the then
Governor vetoed it in the following
message:

Biate of Hlinols, Executive Otfice, June

10, 1805,

To the Honorable, the Gentlemen of
the Bennte:

1 herewith return, without my ap-
proval, Senate Blll No. 802, belng “An
act to nmend sectlon 1 of ‘An act In
relation to the consolidation of Incor
porated companles,' approved March
0, 1847."

This bill provides for the consolida-
tion of any number of corporations or-
ganized for the same, or similar, gen-
eral purposes. UNDER IT, ALL COR-
PORATIONS ENGAGED IN THR
SAME GENERAL LINE OF BUSI-
NES8 CAN "CONSOLIDATE, AND
THUS LEGALLY FORM A MONOP-
OLY.

If this bill, or any existing law, made
provision for adequately protecting the
public in all such cases, then I would
not’ hesltate to sign It, for it has been
my desire to coopernte with the Gen-
eral Assembly as far as possible; BUT
FOR THE BTATE TO DELIBER-
ATBELY LEGALIZE MONOPOLY,
AND MAKE ABROLUTELY NO PRO-
VISION FOR PROTECTING THE
PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS FROM EX-
TORTIONS AND OPPRESSIONS,
WOULD BE A CRIME. .

JOHN P, ALTGELD,
Governor,

On motion of Benator Crawford, the
consideration of the bill and of the
veto message was made a specinl order
for June 12 at 11 a, m,, when action
was again postponed untll June 13,
agnin until June 14, when after read-
ing of the journal it was then post.
poned for one hour, then poatponed un-
til 4 p. m, when, on motion of Mr,
Crawford, it was ordered to lte on the
tnble,

How the passage of the measure wus
purchased in 180T Is well known.

In fact the Benntors and Represen-
tatlves talk freely of the amount of
boodle they received and the way they
got It,

They tell freely the names of the men
they got it from and mix up prominent
lawyers and others In n way that will
bring several of them to trial In Ban-
gamon County before a year passes
over, for the inigulty will not be “out-
Inwed” for over fourteeh months to
vome, :

Chicago would have had a grand new
gas company but for the passage of
this scoundrelly frontage bill. On June
8, 1807, Franklin H, Head, Franklin
MacVengh, I, L. Cobpra, D. ¥, Crilly,
John A. Roche, J. C. Hatley, R. B,
Critehell, Gilbert B. Bhaw, H. W. Le-
man and M. €, Bullock asked the Chl-
vago City Councll for an ordinance
granting them a franchise for the pur
pose of erecting gas works and laylng
mains in the streets,

This company, composed of the solid
menof Chicago—incorruptible men who

conld not be bought—offered to furnish
gns to the people for 8O cents per 1,000
feet.

<Only three weeks would elapse from
the time the ordinance was Introduced
until July 1, when the law giving the
Gas Trust a perpetual monopoly of Chi-
cngo's streets went loto eftect.

These eminent citigens tried to pre-
vent the monopoly from saddling ‘the
results of its bribery upon the people.

But they did not suceeed. The Gas
Trust bribed the aldermen, the Mne-
veagh ordinance was killed, nnd Chi-
cago wis given up forever to the Trust
robbers,

Excepting China, It would be hawnd to

find any country where the extortion
practiced by the Gas Trust on the peo-
ple of Chicago would long be tolerated.

The Gas Trust robs the people In ev-
ory way,

It rents gns ranges to poor people at
outrageous prices. It then puts on ex-
tra pressure sclentifieally applied and
forces air through the pipes at a great
rate. This pressure is cspeclally strong
evenings when supper is being pre-
pared. The people pay for wind which
costs the Trust nothing.

Bpecial assesaments for gas lamps go
right along, hut the poor people do not
get the gas on the streets after they
pay their assessments, The Gas Trust
owns the streets. The clty has noth-
Ing to do with them,

The Gas Trust Is not furnishing one-
half the light it should furnish, and for
years, according to published reports,
it did not furnish 22-candle power to
the clty.

It is reported that the Gas Trust in
getting pald for thousanuds of lnmps
which are not In service, and this can
be easlly verifled.

The whole plant of the Gas Trust in
Chirage can be replaced with even bet-
ter machinery for $4,000,000,

Yet It Is capitalized for $30,000,000,
and Is paying dividends on that basls.

Where does the $20,000,000 of sur-
plug come from?

From the pockets of the people of
Chleago.

The people of Chicago are squeezed
In order that the rich and titled stock-
holders In Burope may get thelr divi-
dends.

All of which proves that when the
serfs of Europe are no longer profit-
nble that serfs who are profitable can
be found In Chicago, 111

To make the Chicago scrfs more
profitable, the money of the European
nobles was used to buy such legisla-
tion as would make Cbhicago serfs
tractable and glve them no chance to
kick.

We are anxlous Io se@ whether the

Gas Trust will buy the Board of As-
scssors and Board of Review this year,
It will try to,

Keep your eye on the assesaments
of the $30,000,000 Gas Trust (which
has a perpetual monopoly in Chicago)
under the new revenue law,

The Legislature will have a chance
to show its hand when the blll author-
Ising the clty of Ohlcagoe to sell electric
light to private consumers comes up

Former Comptroller of the City ot Chi

deer

F

HON. CHA . H. SCHWAB,

9& One of Our Foremost Merchants

for pnssage. The city now has an efil-
clent electrie light plant, and If the
Legislature glves it the necessary per-
mission, Chicago people will be able to
get light independent of the Gas Trust,
Pass the bill,

S,

Can Gas Trust money beat the new,
revenue lnw?

:

Leonard J. Enstland, one of the best-
liked business men In ' Chicago, is
strongly talked of for Mayor.

)

The receipts of the Gas Trust should
be taxed.

What is the Leglslature going to do
with the Gas Trust?

The Gas Cnnld!tion and Frontage

Law Is to be tested in the courts short-
ly. Bome stockholders are preparing a
bill to test the constitutionality of the
lnw.

There s no knowing how long the
Leglslature of this Btate has been sub-
jected to the attacks of scoundrels
who sought to pervert justice in favor
of dishonedt corporations, or existing
trusts, There many have been much or
may have been lttle of this crle In
the past. Ordinarlly the eases become
known only where a member has been
approached by a bLriber and has re-
pelled his advances, reporting the facts
to the proper authoritles, Nothing ean
be known of the cases, many or few,
where bribes have been accepted, ox-
cept In certaln cases where certaln
members bibulously Inclined, having
Imbibed pretty freely, talk too much,
or have made affidavits ns to  how
much money they were pald for thelr
votes, While such cases are rarve, It 18
clalmed that since the last Leglslature
adjourned enough has been learned
about how the warehouse and gas bills
were passed to fill a pretty large book.
This Is the reason why the {avestign-
tlon to be started by the House Com-
mittee, or Bangamon County Grand
Jury, should be thorough and untiring
to ascertnin how far certaln people
have gone who are eriminally liable,
and also to ascertaln the extent of
thelr criminal practices,

It the Attorney Generad, the HBanga-
mon County Grand Jury and the hon-
est members of the Benate and House
do not shirk thelr plain dity, it will be
an eapy matter to bring the warehouse
and gas boodlers up with a round turn
and send them where they belong.
Public opinion should be aroused on
this subject, Every honest man in Il-
linols should consider it a personal
duty to aid In the pursult of the scoun-
drels who polson the stream of justice
at Its source, The crime of sending a
dose of polson through the malls as a
Christmas gift is of less turptitude

than that of planning secrer means to
appronch a Leglslator and to corrupt
his judgment by a bribe,

Mayor Harrison Is %o far ahead of
Altgeld that the latter ean't cateh him
with a telescope,

Altgeld’s following has been reduced
to ninetecn wen, He will fade out of
the race,

To the Editor of the ﬁm»: Bome of

us who voted for the gas grab In the
Fortleth Genernl Assembly want to see
Jim Marr once more, Isuo't he golog to
show up at this sesslon?

COUNTRY MEMBER,

Joseph W. Errant, attorney at law,
scems to be spending most of his time
along pedagogical lines, We kuow of
no position which Mr. Errant holds
among the pedagogues which wonld
entitle him to draw a salary, The
question has arisen, Who pays the
hotel bills, the railroad bllls and the
other bills which are necessary, and
which seem to make Mr, Errant such
on enthuslast in bebalf of the people?

All, Toot wants no milk sold In Chi-
cngo except In bottles. This means
the Trust. Ald, Toot should be bottled,

Hon, J. W, Buddard, presldent, and
Hon. E. Gi. Behubert, secretary, of the
Bonrd of West Park Commissloners,
were unanimously re-elected at the an-
nual election held Tuesday.

Benator Belon H, Case Is a faly man,
and consequently 18 now sald to favor
the repeal of his own law, known us
the Case Garnishment Law,

A,

A number of West Blde Justices of
the Peace are slated for removal, Thelr
places will be tilled by good men.

AR,

When the commlittee of the Civie
Federation and Bar Assoclation gets
ready to confer with the Clrcult and
Buperior Court Judges regarding the
fitnens of new candidates and present
Justices of the Peace who desire to be
reappointed, they will neglect thelr
duty If they fall to thoroughly Investi-
gate the methods employed by certain
Justices In trausacting business as
members of the Auditing Committee of
the West Town Board,

There is one est Town ofi-
clal who heartily favors a most rigid
investigation of the methods employed
by the West Town Board Auditing
Committee In the transaction of its
business,

Two welbmu réslding In

Chleago, who had earte-blanche in han-
dling the coln with which the ware-

house bill was passed, bave not been|sion,

to Springfield since this sesslon opened.
The Eagle Is keeplug tab on these fine
hirds; and will keep the publle posted
on their whereabouts and doings from
the day and hour they take the Chicago
& Alton train for the Btate capitol,

The corporation lobhyists will soon e
at Bpringfield as thick as bees arvound
0 hive, They expect to have a busy
time at Springfield this winter, and
most of them will stop at the Leland.

When the gesslon Is fairly under way
and the legislative wheels begin to
make things hum grinding out new
legislation, and the lobbylst Is busy
preventing the repeal of old legislation,
The Eagle will chronicle a few of the
most Interesting events of a lobbyist's
life at 8pringfleld and the methods
they employ In passing certain bills
and strangling others,

Republicans are sald to favor the
nomination of Morris Drosdowlts or
B. W. Straus for City Treasurer,

)

Why was the Merriam resolutlon for
an investigation suppressed and left
out of the House Journal of 18057

$

The lobbylsts represehiting the Chl-
cago corporations make thelr first vislt
to SBpringtleld o few days before the
Speaker announces his committees,

|

It takes a brave man In clther 8ennte
or House to withstand the snares set
for him by the agents of Chicago cor-
porations, who have a good time lvipg
on the fat of the land at Springtield
during the life of the Legislature,

3

'aul Redleske will make a good su-
perintendent of Lincolu urk,

}

There are lowd calls for “Jim Mar"
and his partuer at Sprivgheld, The
Bangnmon County Grand Jury will
doubtless summon them,

?

Mr, J. W, Suddard, one of the best
park oticers Chleago hag ever had, has
been re-elected president of the West
Park Board,

$

Altgeld s on the run, He will with-
dmw from the mayoralty race,

l

We notice that Mr, Henry C, Lytton
(nee Levl) has written a letter to the
press In which he sticks his nose Into
the uniformed-clerk-postofiice squab-
ble, Aunything that Lytton, nee Levi,
sticks his nose into ought to conslder
Itselt settled,

A well-known member from the cen-
ter of the Btate writes to The Eagle
that he will move for the appolntment
of a committee to ascertain all the facts
attendant on the purchased passage of
the infamous warebouse Ir'lll last ses-

PARMERS (RY ROR JUSTICE!

They Demand the Repeal of the In-
famons Warehouse Law Passed
by Bribery in 1897.

They Demand the Indictment, Trial and
Imprisonment of the Attorneys and
Other Knaves

Who Went to Springfield and Bribed the
Legislature to Pass the Bad
Measure.

The Chicago Board of Trade Is Back of the
Farmers in the
Matter.

And Before June There Will Be Some Warm
Criminal Trials in Sangamon
County.

Chieago Is one of the greatest graln
centers of the world, and conditions
here frequently affect prices every-
where. We have here n large number
of grain elevators, with a stornge cn-
pacity of about 00,000,000 bushels of
whent. They are chartered by law, and
the owners act ns trostees or custodinns
of other people’s grain, The graln Is in-

agalust public morals and against pub-
lic pollcy. The elevator people siand
together, They have an agreement not
to Interfere with each other's business,
The moment n bushel of wheat goes
into thelr warehouses they are entitled
to two cents storage, When an outslde
buyer offers T0 cents a bushel It will
cost him 72 cents. The warchouse men,

spected by an officer of the Btate, and | by giving up a lttle of thelr stornge
Is graded No, 1, No, 2, No, 3, as the case | charge, ean offer 71 cents, and thus
may be, and generally Is sold by this|drive the outslde buyers ont of the
grading, and all graln of the nm-oml’lmnrkvt. This done, the market Is at
grade Is then poured together, the ware- | the merey of the warchouse men, The
house man giving a receipt for so many | @Mect of this legislation, therefore, Is to
bushels of that partlenlar grade, And|create a monopoly and place all that
when this recelpt I8 again presented, lie | #ectlon of country which In graln mate
does not give back the same graln, but | ters Is tributary to this clty at the mer
simply so many bushels of that grade. ¢F of & combination of elevator owners
It was soon found that all grain of the | in Chicago, This combination can eas-
same grade ls not equally ml_|b|1“|',“y combine with others elsewhere, sg

will be No. 2 wheat almost equal to No, |
1, and there will be No, 2 wheat falling
close to No, 3. And in all those cuses
where wheat Is sold, not by the grading.
but rather by sample—as for milling
purposes—the best quality sometimes
brings several cents a bushel more than
the poorer quality, though of the same
grade. The warehouse men saw that
they conld sell by sample the best qual-
ity of a particular grade and supply Its
place by a lower quality of the same
grade and pocket the difference. This
would reduce the average quality of the
whole plle, and in case the owners of
any of the plle should wish to sell by
sample they would suffer In conse-
quence, The elevator owners went into
the business of buying and selllug grain
and mixing It with that of thelr custom-
ers, A sult was brought to enjoin them
from dolng this., Much evidence wns
taken, and after a full hearing Judge
Tuley, the Nestor of the beneh of Chi-
cago, granted the injunction on the
grounds, among others, that the eleva-
tor owners were trustees or custodinns
of other people’s property, that the In-
terests of the publle demanded that
these eustodinns should be disinterest-
ed, and that It would be contrary to
publie morals to permit them to stand
In a position where there would be a
constant tempiation for them to change
the character of the proporty they thus
beld In trust; and, second, that If the
clevator men were permitted to net In
the dual capacity of trustees and deal-
ers In grain they would possess such
ndvantages as would epable them to
soon drive all other buyers out of the
market and thus give to themselyes a
monopoly of the graln trade of Chicago,
and enable them, to a certain extent, to
fix the price of grain In the Chleago
market; for they could then, by combl-
natlon, agree on the price, and by ren-
son of thelr enormous storage capaclty
they could withhold or throw on to the
market at any tlme vast quantities of
wheat, and thus depress or ralse the
market at pleasure, which would not
be so If there were many owners, The
case was appealed to the Supreme
Court, and that court sustalned Judge
Tuley, and, In a long and able opinlon,
expressly held that it would be agalnst
public morals and agalnst public pol-
ley to permit the public warehouse men
of this Btate to carry on a graln busl-
ness In the same warehouse in which
they keep thelr customers' graln,

But in the meantlme the warehouse
men secured the passage of a law
which permlts them to do the very

things which the courts had beld to be

that this legislation lnys the founda~
tion for a grain trust that will draw
blood from every farmer In Amerlen,
The question now s, members of the
Illinols Legislature, “Does it meot yons
approval? ‘Wil you vote to sustaln it,
er will you vote for its repeal?”

It Is stated by one who knows that
most importunt evidence has heen ob-
talned of the amonnt pald out to pase
the warehiouse bill in 1807, It Is also
clnimed that certaln middlemen, or go-
betweens, have talked too freely about
the sum of money pald coertain mem-
bers, even having gone so far ns to
glve away the nnmes of the persons
who were bribed,

The farmers of linois are sald to
be contributing money 1o a fund to be
used In prosecuting the warchouse
boodlers of 1807,

The latest in regard to sending the
wirehonse and gas boodlers “over the
romd,” 18 10 the efMect that the Attops
ney General of Hlinols may tike s hand
i outlinlng the best way of carrylog
on the Investigation,

A wellknown lawyer, who repros
sents one of the lnrgest corporations i
Chlcago, was enjoyiug  himself the
other nlght, In o private dinlug room
uot far from the County Bullding, He
and o few “bhoon companions” were
celebrating the election of Judge Sher-
man as Bpeaker of the House, Aftep

flnlshing one basket of champague and'
commencing on the secomd, the lnwyer
grew talkatlve, and (n the course of hig
remarks sald: “Why, fellows, 1 can
glve you a tip or two, myself, You
know I spent the greater portion of my,
thne at Springfleld during the last ses-
slon, working for the passage of the
warchouse bill; didn't get my name 1o
the newspapers, elther, But the wares
house bill passed, didn't It, which fact
proves that with a plentiful supply of
the ‘long green' you can round up the
members of the Illinols Leglslature
easler than the drover rounds up hig
herd of cattle,”

One or two of the 1linols Live Stock
Commissloners may be summoned and
rove Interesting witnesses before the
pgamon County Grand Jury when
that body takes up the Investigatlon
relative to the passing of the Infamous
Warehouse BilL,

.




